
You Be the Teacher......

What learning stage are you in with your Fiddle Tunes?

Rhythm

Intonation

Positioning

Tone

Old-time 

Ability

Danceability

Memory

Mental State

Learn - Stage 1 Review - Stage 2 Fine-tune - Stage 3 Jam-Ready - Stage 4

My rhythm and timing is consistent 
with no rushing or dragging. I can 
easily play with the guitar and remain 
“in the groove.” My fiddle part is 
together with the guitar.

I am learning the bow 
lengths and durations
of all the notes and
bows.

I listen to the recordings 
consistently and only have
a couple spots where I miss
the timing.

I am ironing out the final
rhythmic errors and
beginning to play with
guitar play-alongs.

I am in tune about half
of the time. I make
many adjustments.

I am getting more consistent
with tuned notes. There are
only a couple trouble spots. 

I am able to nail tuning
8 out of 10 times.
Getting close.  

I am in tune with all of my notes 
9 out of 10 times. If I do my best,
it will be in tune.

I spend a lot of time
getting my hands in place
before I play and during
the tune.

I have to check in with my 
positioning all through the 
song. It is challenging. 

I check in at the start
of every part and my 
positioning is very close.

I begin the and end the song in the
same position. My positioning is 
comfortable in this tune.

I am constantly 
navigating my bow 
length and weight
so that I don’t sound 
scratchy, airy or small.

My bow sounds good in simple
sections, but tends to slide or
be out of balance during
challenging spots.

I get a ringing, warm tone
in 75% of song. I just have
a couple sections to 
fine-tune.

I have consistently good bow lengths, 
bow weight and bow speed, which give 
me a desirable tone throughout the 
tune.

I sound tight and not
relaxed like a fiddler.
It just sounds like I’m 
playing notes without
style.
 

My sound is loosening up.
Occasionally, I sound like
the listening tracks. I’ve 
almost learned the tune by 
memory.

My sound is beginning
to match the fiddle in 
my play-along track. 
My bows are sounding
fiddley and relaxed.

I have the tune memorized. I can 
tap my toe while I’m playing with
guitar. My bow is sounding fiddley
and in the right rhythm. The tune 
sounds enjoyable and not too serious. 

I have frequent 
hesitations and bobbles 
that make the tune not
very fluid yet.

I have several hesitations or 
bobbles, but the tune is 
getting smoother and more 
fluent.

I am able to play along
with the pace of the guitar
and fiddle parts. I can 
almost get all the way 
through without bobbles. 

I can keep a steady beat with the tune.
When I play, it sounds smooth and 
consistently stays the same speed. I am
able to play with the play-alongs at the 
faster, danceable tempos.

There are a couple sections
I have a hard time 
remembering. I have to 
review them a lot and focus
hard on thinking ahead. 

After listening to the tune
once or twice, I can play it 
through slowly with the 
fiddle and guitar part. 

I get the tune stuck in my head. I can 
play the tune with the guitar track.
It’s not a struggle at all to remember
what comes next.  

Everything seems like it’s 
a challenge. More 
struggle than enjoyment.  
(Don’t worry, it gets 
easier). 

I’m gaining confidence.
But I’m so focused on 
technique that it’s hard to 
enjoy yet. 
(You’re getting there).

I feel confident and enjoy 
the sounds coming from 
my fiddle. Still a few spots 
that requre concentration.
(Keep going).

I feel confident and my fingers and 
bow know what to do. Everthing feels 
easier. I am able to “feel it.” This is
fun!

Every time I play, I have
to relearn the whole 
tune or part.

Enjoy the process! 


